Advertisement to the First Edition.
been a little more shaded ; but it is useful to see the weaknesses incident to great minds; and you have given us Dr.Johnson's authority that in history all ought to be told '.'
Such a sanction, to my facility of giving a just representation of Dr. Johnson I could not conceal. Nor will I suppress my satisfaction in the consciousness, that by recording so considerable a portion of tlic wisdom and wit of ' the brightest ornament of the eighteenth century2,' / have largely provided for tlic instruction and entertainment of mankind.
London, April 20, I7QI3.
1 'Maclcod asked if it was not wrong in Orrery to expose the defects of a man [Swift] with whom he lived •in intimacy. Johnson, "Whyno, Sir, after the man is dead ; for then it is done historically."' Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 22, 1773. See also post, Sept. 17, 1777.
a Sec Mr. Malone's Preface to his edition of Shakspeare. BOSWELL.
3                           'April 6, 1791.
' My Life of Johnson is at last drawing to a close . . . I really hope to publish it on the 25th current . . . 1 am at present in such had spirits that I have every fear concerning it— that I may get no profit, nay, may lose—that the Public may be disappointed, and think that I have clone it poorly—that 1 may make many enemies, and even have quar-
rels. Yet perhaps the very reverse of all this may happen.' Letters of Bosiudl, p. 335.
'August 22, 1791.
' My Magnum of its sells wonderfully ; twelve hundred arc now gone, and we hope the whole seventeen hundred may be gone before Christmas.' Ib. p. 342.
Malone in his Preface to the fourth edition, dated June 20, 1804, says that 'near four thousand copies have been dispersed.' The first edition was in 2 vols., quarto ; the second (1793) in 3 vols., octavo; the third 0799)i tnc fourth (1804), the fifth (1807), and the sixth (J8u), were each in 4 vols., octavo. The last four were edited by Malonc, Boswcll having died while he was preparing notes for the third edition. \vhicli you have drpiYtrd our friend so pt-rfir.tlj to my fancy, in cvciy .iltiliult-, every scene and .siluatioti, tlun I have, thought myself in the company, and of the parly almos throughout,    ft has {,'ivei) ver)- general '•atisfaetioii ; and (host who have found most fault \\ilh a pa-.saj;e lien; and there, hav< I                            agrc-ud that they eoiild not help j;oiuj,r through, and \w'\\\^f enter
